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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This communication is in response to the application filed on 10/03/03. 

The application has been examined and claims 1-14 are pending in this Office 
Action. 

Specification 

2. Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the 
disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single 
paragraph on a separate sheet within the range of 50 to 150 words. It is important that 
the abstract not exceed 150 words in length since the space provided for the abstract 
on the computer tape used by the printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology 
often used in patent claims, such as "means" and "said," should be avoided. The 
abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist readers in deciding whether 
there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information 
given in the title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The 
disclosure concerns," "The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure 
describes," etc. 

Using the element number should avoided. 

Appropriate connection is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 103 



3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prbr art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
inventbn was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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4. Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
David W. Stebbings ('Stebbings' hereinafter), USP, 6,684,199 in view of Downs et al. . 
('Downs' hereinafter), USP, 6,226,618. 

With respect to claim 1, 

Stebbings teaches a method reducing piracy copying of recorded media residing 
in storage means connected to a computer, by enhancing the sound quality of said 
media when played in specific end-user equipment (see col. 1, lines 16-24), comprising 
the steps of: 

providing an. end-user equipment with a specific identifier code utilized to provide 
said end-user equipment with recorded media (user controls and their interface to the 
player's circuitry is monitored by a microprocessor. A software program controls "end- 
user" several modes of player operation. Subcode data is also used to direct the pickup 
to the proper disc location. A time code is used to locate the start of any track, see col. 
8, lines 1-5, Stebbings); 

generating filter parameters in a sound processing engine corresponding to said 
specific identifier code and its related end-user equipment, said filter parameters 
enhancing the sound quality of the recorded media for the end-user equipment having 
said specific identifier code (the decoder uses conventional decoder flags, such as the 
standard flag output from the decoder, to filter or remove predetermined errors from the 
data. These errors are removed from the data without destroying the original data since 
the errors are small or insignificant enough to not affect, the audio data broadcast for 
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the human ear. Predetermined errors are removed from the encrypted data as well. 
That is, the error removal step applies equally well to data that is in plain text or in 
encrypted form, because the rules for removing errors are independent of the form of 
the data. Error corrector, or decoder, flags like do not know whether the data being 
handled is audio or video, or whether the data is encrypted, see col. 20, liens 1 9-31 . 
Stebbings); 

storing said filter parameters for every end-user equipment specific identifier 
code in said storage means (a method authenticates at least one of a media and data 
stored on said media in order to prevent at least one of piracy, unauthorized access and 
unauthorized copying of the data stored on said media. At least one predetermined 
error is introduced with the data resulting in mixed data. The mixed data is optionally 
stored on the media, see col. 15, lines 55-58, Stebbings); 

providing a site for purchase of recorded media, said purchase being initialized 
through at least the request of said end-user equipment identifier code (the audio data 
contained on this particular CD is stripped of all necessary keys required for subsequent 
playback on another CD player or recorder. Thus, because predetermined errors have 
already been removed by the Reed-Solomon decoder from the output data, the second 
CD player/recorder, if positioned to intercept the audio or other data output, does not 
receive any predetermined errors (or the authorization and/or decryption keys/codes), 
and therefore, cannot play the data thereon. The second CD player/recorder cannot 
also record the audio data onto an unauthorized CD with the keys that have been 
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previously filtered. Therefore, the present. Invention also prevents the manufacture 
and/or distribution of pirated CDs, see col. 19, lines 55-67, Stebbings); 

filtering said purchased media through the stored filter parameters con-esponding 
to the specific identifier code (the data media is a CD 20 onto which predetermined 
errors are intentionally embedded. Predetermined errors, in a digital recording, are 
normal on-off binary codes represented by ones and zeros in which normal binary 
codes are intentionally altered to represent errors, see col. 20, lines 45-48, Stebbings); 

said filtering thus enhancing the sound quality of the purchased media to be 
played on the end-user equipment corresponding to said specific identifier code (the 
separation of two error correction codes by an interleaving stage. Thus, one code can 
check the accuracy of the other code. Another important aspect about cross 
interleaving is that error correction is enhanced at the expense of redundancy: that is, 
the amount of redundancy is not increased, see col. 5, lines 24-29, Stebbings); and 

delivering said filtered media (tt is determined that the component correctly 
matches the authentication key(s), error correction occurs, in which predetermined 
errors are removed, data is filtered, data is converted to sensible audio and/or video 
output data, and ultimately transmitted to the user. The user's computer receives an 
eflle free of predetemriined errors and authentication key(s). at which point a user may 
record the efile. This efile is considered fraudulent for purposes of future Internet use, 
pursuant to the process outlined, because it does not contain the requisite 
predetermined errors for subsequent authentication, see col. 26, lines 34-45, 
Stebbings). 
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Stebbings does not explicitly indicate claimed purchase of recorded media. 

Downs discloses claimed purchase of recorded media (when the End-User(s) 
submits the final purchase authorization to the Electronic Digital Content Store(s) for 
the merchandise he has collected in his shopping cart, his Web Browser remains 
active waiting for a response from the Web Server. The Web Server at the Electronic 
Digital Content Store(s)processes the purchase and performs the financial settlement 
and then returns a Transaction SC(s) to the End-User Device(s). The SC(s) Processor 
(Helper Application) is launched by the Web Browser to process the SC(s) mime type 
associated with the Transaction SC(s). An user interface screens of the Player 
Application downloading content to a local library, see col. 81 , lines 10-22, Downs). 

It would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the data processing art at the 
time of the present invention to combine the teachings of the cited references because 
the purchase of recorded media of Downs teaching would have allowed Stebbings 
system to secure delivery and rights management of digital assets over the global 
communication networks as suggested by Downs at col. 1, lines 51-55. 

As to claim 2, 

Stebbings teaches wherein said computer is a server in a network for data or 
telecommunication or a combination of both said networks (see Fig. 22, Stebbings). 
As to claim 3, 

Stebbings teaches wherein the recorded media is music or film (see Fig, 22, 
Stebbings). 

As to claim 4, 
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Stebbings teaches wherein the manufacturer of said end-user equipment 
provides the equipment with said identifier (see col. 19, lines 55-67, Stebbings). 
As to claim 5, 

Stebbings teaches wherein said site is a network site provided by a music or film 
distributing company or retailer (see Abstract, Fig. 12, Stebbings). 
As to claim 6, 

Stebbings teaches wherein the filter parameters are generated by a Dirac 
Live.TM. or Pro.TM. system or the like sound processing engine (see col. 26, lines 34- 
45 et seq, Stebbings). 

As to claim 7, 

Stebbings teaches wherein the specific identifier code is a Media Access Control 
address (MAC-address) (see col. 26, lines 10-18, Fig. 25, Stebbings). 

Claims 8-14 have the same subject matter as of claims 1-7 and essentially 
rejected for the same reasons as discussed above. 
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